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Sunshine Kid Kelsey Stone from St. Leonard, MD 
celebrates a triumphant run down the mountain.
“I just felt like a normal kid again doing what 
other people can do, for a change. I just forgot 
about everything that's happened to me and just 
concentrated on having fun.”

The Sunshine Kids Foundation first hit 
the slopes in Winter Park, Colorado 
back in 1982. After a five year absence, 
the Foundation has revived the 
Sunshine Kids Winter Games and 
moved it to a new location.  After 
considering many exciting ski resort 
areas in Colorado, Steamboat Springs 
was chosen as the new home for the 
Games.

Local businesses welcomed the Kids 
with open arms.  Due to the gracious 
hospitality of the Sheraton Steamboat 
Resort, the Sheraton Ski & Resort 
Corporation, Saddleback Ranch, 
Prudential Steamboat Realty and other 
local vendors, the Foundation was able 
to provide an entire week of snow filled 
fun!

The Kids enjoyed daily one on one ski 
instruction, mountain tubing, swimming 
at the hot springs, snowmobiling at 
Saddleback Ranch and shopping in 
historic downtown Steamboat.  The 
event ended with a spectacular Olympic 
style Winter Games where the Kids 
were able to showcase their new ski 
and snowboard talents.  At the victory 
lunch following the competition, the 
Kids where awarded golf medals to 
celebrate their achievements.  

“The challenge to conquer the 
mountain is what first inspired SSK 
Founder Rhoda Tomasco to bring young 
cancer patients to the ski slopes of the 
Rockies,” said Executive Director G.W. 
Bailey.  “I am excited to announce that 
we will return to Steamboat Springs 

thnext year to celebrate the 20  Annual 
Sunshine Kids Winter Games.  Thank 
you Steamboat Springs for opening 
your arms and your hearts to the 
Sunshine Kids. “

Sunshine Kid Rolando Gutierrez from Homestead, 

FL high fives his ski instructor after a long day of 

ski lessons.

Sunshine Kids Return to its Roots with
The Sunshine Kids 19th Winter Games

Sunshine Kids and Steamboat Ski School instructors 
pose for a photo with Olympic ski champion Billy 
Kidd on Steamboat's Basher run.

Visit us at www.sunshinekids.org

Roger Herman, owner of Prudential Colorado 

Real Estate and Pam Vanatta, owner of Prudential

Steamboat Realty present SSK Samantha 

Chupinski from Marlboro, MA her Gold Medal 

after the Winter Games.

SSK Rico Pimble from Washington, D.C. 

looks confident prior to his second day 

of ski instruction.

SSK Chris Gonzales from Houston, TX begins 

the downhill ski race for the Winter Games.
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Prudential Real Estate Prudential Fox & Roach Realtors 
Affiliates, Inc. Donates more Host SSK in Philadelphia
than $2.1 Million to the 
Sunshine Kids in 2005!

Fox & Roach Charities Raffle 
for SSK

Prudential New Jersey 
Properties Host Golf Tournament

Prudential Fox & Roach hosted a 
he Kids. 

historical day in the city of 
Philadelphia. While the Kids were on Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 

Last year the Prudential Real Estate 
the Summer Broadway Break in New sponsored this year's Sunshine Kids 

Network donated a record-breaking $2.1 
York, they took a detour to “Denim and Diamonds” benefit at the 

million to the SSK. "We are delighted that 
Philadelphia with stops at the Liberty Prudential Real Estate Sales Convention 

our affiliates support the goals of the 
Bell and Independence Hall. They also in San Antonio which was a huge 

Sunshine Kids with sincere and 
had the opportunity to feast on the success, raising more than $100,000!  

wholehearted enthusiasm," said Earl Lee, 
famous Philly cheese steaks! Renowned comic Jeff Foxworthy keep 

President, Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, 
the crowd in stitches during the evening, 

“We were thrilled to show the SSK our Inc. "It is a pleasure to help SSK deliver 
even poking fun at his old friend and 

town. Our folks had a great time with lots of sunshine into the lives of so many 
our Executive Director G.W. Bailey. 

the SSK during their trip and where wonderful kids."
thrilled to have this opportunity to 

Prudential Real Estate Network members show them our city. What a great way 
raised money for the SSK in a number of to maintain our perspective on what's 
ways. Some held golf tournaments, silent really important in life!” said Avie 
auctions, bowling tournaments and Wheeler, Executive Director of the Fox 
power walks while others contributed a & Roach Charities.
certain amount from every home listed.

On Thursday April 6, Fox & Roach 
charities raffled a “Paid Day Off” to 
benefit the SSK at the Fox & 

thThe 4  Annual Prudential New Jersey Roach/Trident's Employee Recognition 
Sunshine Kids Tournament was a Day. We raised over $2,500 in 3 
huge success thanks to the continued hours. The winner of the paid day off 
support from this great company. was Lauren Bowen of Processor, NJ.
More than 150 golfers attended this 
year's event at Stanton Country Club, 
including former Governor of New 
Jersey, Christine Todd Whitman and 
John Van Der Wall, Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer Prudential Real 
Estate & Relocation Services along 
with National Spokeskids Krista 
Marchese and Mary Billington.

The Sunshine Kids would like to 
thank our Top 10 contributors and 
the countless other companies for 
their endless support for t

P R U D E N T I A L C O R N E R
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Sunshine Kids Celebrity Golf 
Classic

Prudential Georgia Realty's Ticket To Ride Horse ShowPrudential Alliance Realtors 
Annual Barn Sale

Rain could not dampen the spirits of the 
golfers who participated in the Craig 
Biggio Sunshine Kids Celebrity Golf 
Classic hosted by Houston Astros star 
Craig Biggio with presenting sponsors 
Prudential Gary Greene Realtors, 
Retriever Payment Systems and First 
American Title Company in Houston, 
Texas. This two day event featured a 
fantastic gala featuring live and silent 
auction items, food and dancing.  The 
second day golfers braved the elements 
of a rain soaked course to come 
together for a day of golf with 
celebrities from the community. “We 
would to thank everyone who 
participated in helping to make this 
gala and golf tournament a huge 
success! The Kids have touched all our 
hearts and have made this annual 
event an opportunity to help all these 
kids with cancer,” said Mark Woodroof 
and Marilyn Eiland, owners of 
Prudential Gary Greene, Realtors.

This year's Prudential Alliance Barn 
Sale was even bigger and better than 
ever! Agents and friends came 
together donating their personal items 
for the sale and helped get the word 
out to their clients and customers to 
raise money for the SSK.

ndThis year's 2  Annual Ticket To Ride Show was a huge success!  Robert Aiken, 
Broker of Prudential Georgia Realty's Dahlonega offices and his committee put 
together an amazing weekend of events to raise money for the SSK.  The show 

featured an Equitation 
Clinic, and a Tahitian 
themed dinner which 
included a Calcutta, silent 
auction items and the Big 
Dollar Jumper Relay.  
Comedian Jeff Foxworthy 
was the events Celebrity 
Spokesperson and helped 
to get the word out in the 
community about the 
show.  

P R U D E N T I A L C O R N E R
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SSK staff and National Spokeskids with Courtney 
Orlando, Dillon Bryant & Patty Bishop with 
Prudential New Jersey Properties and Chairman of 
Prudential Real Estate & Relocation, John Van Der 
Wall and President, Earl Lee.

Winner Lauren Bowen with Fox & Roach Charities 
Executive Director, Avie Wheeler

Golf tournament coordinator Toby Holt, Mark Woodroof, owner Prudential Gary Greene Realtors, 
Houston Astro Craig Biggio, with sponsors Bill Higgins, Retriever Payment Systems and Jason Kramer, 
First American Title Company presents SSK with a check.

2005 TOP TEN

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 
Plantation, FL

2. Prudential Gary Greene, Realtors 
Houston, Texas

3.  Prudential Connecticut Realty  
Rocky Hill, CT

4. Prudential Georgia Realty    
Roswell, GA

5. Prudential Fox & Roach Realtors

Devon, PA

6.  Prudential Serls Prime Properties 
Hopewell Junction, NY

7.  Prudential Carruthers Realtors  
Severna Park, MD

8.  Prudential Arizona Properties

Scottsdale, AZ

9.  Prudential New Jersey Properties

Sommerset, NJ

10. Prudential Ambassador Real Estate

Omaha, NE

1.

SSK Executive Director G.W. Bailey and National 
Spokeskids Mary Billington and Krista Marchese 
with Prudential New Jersey Properties principle 
owners, Bill Keleher, Chris Brown, Nancy & Seymour 
Litwin, golf coordinators Dillon Bryant & Courtney 
Orlando with Chairman of Prudential Real Estate 
& Relocation, John Van Der Wall

Prudential Fox & Roach volunteers with SSK at 
the Liberty Bell

Prudential Alliance Realtors agents at this year’s 
Mammoth Barn Sale.

Comedian Jeff Foxworthy 
takes a photo op with 
agents from Prudential 
Georgia Realty.
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Mardi Gras Fun-Time 
Fantasy
New Orleans, LA
February 16-20, 2006

An Unforgettable Week
able to disconnect from insecurities of not When I was diagnosed with Acute 
having hair and also the worries about Lymphoblastic Leukemia on January 4, 
treatment. I could be myself and feel 2006, I thought it was the end of the Honolulu, HI 
comfortable about it.  It felt good to be UNIVERSE. Little did I know it was only April 16-22, 2006 able to talk to people who were going the beginning.  It was the beginning of 
through the same process. It was cool to many hardships but also of wonderful 
be able to let loose and have a good experiences such as my trip to Hawaii. 
time. I didn't worry about what tomorrow 
would bring.I was only four months into treatment 

when I was invited to go to paradise. I 
I thank God for the Sunshine Kids couldn't believe it. I was excited and 
Foundation. Without you, none of this could barely keep still. It was a dream 
would have happened for me. Thank you come true. When they gave me the 
for giving me the opportunity to shine. itinerary for the activities we would be 

doing that's when it hit me. “I'M GOING 
SSK Melody Alcantara Tampa, FLTO HAWAII!” I read it every single day to 

myself and to everyone I knew.  

When we arrived I had to pinch myself. It 
was so beautiful there! The people 
were so warm and welcoming. They 
made you feel special and normal. My 
favorite activities were swimming with
 the dolphins and learning to surf! In 
general everything was so amazing. 
These were things I thought I would 
never have a chance to do. In every 
activity no one was left out, which also 
made you feel liked and accepted.

But the best part of all was the friends I 
made and the people that I met. I was 

and of course the pre-Mardi Gras 
neighborhood parades!  Everyone left 
the city with a deep appreciation for the 
people of the greater New Orleans area As soon as New Orleans was open to 
and unforgettable memories.tourism after the devastation of 

Hurricane Katrina Sunshine Kids kept 
the annual Mardi Gras Fun-Time Fantasy 
on schedule and brought kids from 
across the United States to enjoy the 
sights and sounds of the Mardi Gras 
season.  Volunteers, supporters and 
local businesses wowed the group with 
their gracious hospitality.  The kids were 
guests of The Jefferson Parish Sheriff's 
Office and enjoyed many of the annual 
Mardi Gras trip activities including 
carriage rides through the French 
Quarter, souvenir shopping in the 
famous French Market, spectacular 
dinners from the area's finest restaurants 

Hawaiian Hang-Loose 
Holiday

N A T I O N A L T R I P S
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Johnny Carrabba
Sunshine Kids Board Member

Dillon Bryant & Courtney Orlando
Sunshine Kids Friend

renovations, Johnny sent contractor Mike Properties, decided their company could 
Benestante, who builds his restaurants, be doing more for the Sunshine Kids 
to help build some restrooms and do Foundation.
other repairs.

“As a result of that conversation, by the 
“He paid for half and I paid for the other time we arrived in New Jersey the next 
half and we got the work done for morning Courtney and I had formulated 
them,” he said, matter-of-factly. “They a plan for a charity golf tournament to 
call and I do.” benefit the Foundation,” Dillon added.

With 215 restaurants in 30 states, three An average 250 people participate in the 
published cookbooks and preparations annual event which encompasses both 
underway for the third season of his the tournament and an awards dinner 
cooking show Cucina Toscana on PBS, held the evening of the event. 
Johnny arguably has little “free” time. 
Yet, when G.W. Bailey, SSK Foundation “This year, everyone we came in contact 
Executive Director, came calling four with wanted to help ,” Courtney said. 

When Houston restaurateur Johnny years ago and asked Johnny to be a “We had both a live and si lent auc tion 
Carrabba opened his first location on member of the Foundation's Board of at the dinner and a 50/50 draw. The 
Kirby Drive in 1986  three blocks from Directors, he didn't hesitate. winner of this year's draw donated it 
the Sunshine Kids House -- one of his back to the Foundation.”
most loyal customers was Rhoda “I don't get to be as hands-on with the 
Tomasco, Founder of the SSK Kids as I want to be,” he explained, “but The golf tournament has also attracted 
Foundation. I am very partial to children in need and the attention of local celebrities such as 

I'm very blessed to have two healthy New Jersey Devil's hockey player and 
“Rhoda did her entertaining at my children of my own (Mia, 5 and Johnny, former New Jersey Governor Christine 
restaurant and SSKids were always dear 6). I can't go to one of the SSKids events Whitman. 
to me,” he explained. “Whatever they without crying-I'm an emotional Italian 
needed I'd always do it.” guy anyway.” “The more exposure we get the more 

doors that open up to the Sunshine Kids,” 
Over the years, the relationship “When you see children in need it is so Dillon explained.
blossomed and Johnny has donated easy to give back.  With me -- when it 
thecatering for the annual dinner to comes to children  yes is the answer -- “What we do is minor compared to the 
benefit the Foundation, hosted by what's the question  that's the attitude I task that lays at hand for these Kids,” 
Astros second-base man Craig Biggio. have.” Dillon said. “You get involved financially 

to help fund the Foundation but then you 
“This year we provided the catering for get emotionally involved with the Kids.” 
over 800 people at that event,” Johnny 
reported. Indeed, this couple has gotten very close 

with several of the Kids and traveled 
In addition to the catering service and his over four hours to attend one's high 
own personal financial contribution to school graduation.
the Foundation, Johnny makes it his 
mission to the promote the SSKids “We have 100% fallen in love with these 
throughout his company. Kids,” Courtney explained. “It's become 

a passion. I can't imagine what we 
“All my servers at the original locations would do with out it. In our profession 
here in Houston wear the Sunshine Kids there is just not a whole lot of free time 
pins,” he said with pride. “And one of the but we do this because the Kids truly 
things I love is when we do an event for inspire us.”
the SSKids, my staff donates their time. I 
think my staff also needs to give back to Their enthusiasm has spread throughout 
the community and they are very proud the Prudential New Jersey Properties 
to donate their time to those events. My It was the result of a conversation on a offices.  Diane Sample, who was 
staff begs me every year to go there. I red-eye out of Last Vegas after a spotlighted on this page in the Fall 2003 
am so proud of my people.” national Prudential Real Estate Affiliates issue, has coordinated the effort and 

convention. Dillion Bryant and his fiancé there is now a SSK representa tive for 
When the Sunshine Kids House in and real estate partner, Courtney each of the 26 offices in the company. 
Houston recently underwent some Orlando, of Prudential New Jersey 
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Sunshine Kids and Their Travels

Carrie Rushton from Montgomery, AL tries on an 
authentic Mardi Gras costume at Blaine Kern's 
Mardi Gras World.

Sunshine Kids from Albuquerque, Birmingham, 
New York City and New Orleans celebrate Mardi 
Gras with the Krewe of Cleopatra.

Melody Alcantara from Tampa, FL poses with a 
dolphin friend at Sea Life Park in Honolulu, HIAustin Peterman from Boulder, CO braves the 

waves after surfing lessons on Waikiki Beach.

Erika Ruesch from Globe, AZ prepares for a trail ride 
in the mountains at the famous Kualoa Ranch in 
Ka'a'awa, HI.



Craig Biggio stops for a photo with 
SSK Kyle Halseth.

National Heritage 
Tour

Summer Broadway 
Break

Washington, DC San Marcos, TX 
May 15-21, 2006 June 11-18, 2006

New York City, NY 
July 9-15, 2006

Words cannot begin to express our 
gratitude for the awesome trip your 
organization provided for our 
daughter.  It was definitely a trip 
to remember for a lifetime  one she 
won't forget!  The experiences 
shared and friendships made have had 
Jaclyn talking for hours and smiling 
ear to ear.  We would like to also 
thank all of the chaperones that 
took great care of the children and 
who shared in their fun as well.  
Jaclyn spoke highly of them all.  We 
can't thank you enough for the week What a fabulous time we had on 

the Washington D.C. Heritage of worry-free knowing she was in 
Tour! The children are still great hands with her oncology nurse 
sharing their experiences with and others alike.  It helps to know 
other children and staff in you're not alone when faced with 
clinic. I can't express to you 

such a journey in one's health.  
how wonderful Sunshine Kids 

Thank you for the opportunity our Foundation is. You touch the 
daughter has enjoyed  a fantastic lives of so many children and 
week of being a kid!truly do make a difference.  

These are memories the children Sincerely,
will carry with them their Kelly & Scott Barnhart
whole life. Thank you not only Austinburg, Ohio
from the kids but from myself.  
You go above and beyond to make 
the trips wonderful, not only from the bright lights of Times Square to 
for the kids but the medical carriage rides through Central Park.  The 
representatives also. Thank you kids spent their days visiting the city's 
for involving our program here most popular landmarks like the Statue 
at Memorial Children's. I have of Liberty, the Empire State Building, 
now been blessed to accompany Rockefeller Center, St. Patrick's Cathedral 
children on 2 of these dream and even spent a morning at the Today 
trips and it has been an honor Start spreading the news….Sunshine Show's Summer Concert Series as VIP 
and a privilege. Kids from across the United States guests to watch Sheryl Crow! 

enjoyed a full week of Big Apple style fun 
Tammy Robison
Parent Advocate
Memorial Children's Hospital
South Bend, IN

Texas Hill Country 
Adventure
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Houston Aeros House Event

Sunshine Kids flew to San Antonio to watch 
their hometown team, the Houston Rockets, 
battle the San Antonio Spurs courtesy of 

50 Sunshine Kids 
Southwest Airlines. They also had the 

and their 
opportunity to meet the players, while 

families spent a 
getting autographs and their photos taken. 

weekend 
Thanks to the Houston Rockets and 

enjoying water 
Southwest Airlines for making this trip Five players from the Houston Aeros rides at Schlitterbahn Waterpark in New 
possible. hockey team spent the evening with Braunfels.  Making this an extra special event, 

Sunshine Kids and their family during a the water park treated our families to a 
house meet and greet where they traditional barbecue dinner reception and 
demonstrated key hockey techniques with kept the park open an extra hour just for 
the kids and signed autographs. Sunshine Kids.

Teen Sunshine Kids 
enjoyed a Sunshine 
Valentine themed Kids and 
party at the SSK their Max the 
House. They families Magician wowed 
partied the night were given his audience of 
away with food, VIP Sunshine Kids 
fun and dancing. treatment and their 

by the families during 
Houston an amazing 
Astros duringafternoon 
a meet and greet session prior to the baseball of spectacular 
game. Astros players signed autographs and tricks. After 
took photographs with our families.his show, Max 

strolled through the 
audience performing tricks before their 

Sunshine Kids eyes.  Kids also made some of their very 
and their own magic by crafting Magic Wizard hats, 
siblings and afterward had their portraits made by 
headed to the an onsite caricature artist.
Hobby Center 
for a matinee 
performance The Sunshine Kids House was transformed 
of the musical into an underwater paradise for the Spring 
production of Ocean's Alive Party.  Sunshine Kids and 
Annie.siblings enjoyed surprise visits by Ariel the 

Mermaid and Sponge Bob Square Pants as 
they listened to music, played water games 
and made sea themed crafts. Event hosts Sunshine Kids woke up early for morning 

SSK Teens enjoyed a four hour frolic under and volunteers were members of the fishing at La Porte's Sylvan Beach hosted by 
the sun with the wind in their sails on the Houston Chapter of Credit Unions and Conroe Lady Anglers.  After working up 
waters of Clear Lake.  They were also given Young Texans against Cancer. their appetites reeling in fish, Kids docked 
an informal sailing class by their boat for an afternoon hamburger and hotdog 
captains. grill out.  After their fish were weighed, Kids 

received a 
 goodie bag 

and trophy.

Houston Rockets Event Schlitterbahn 
Splash 
Weekend

Houston Astros Locker Room Meet Valenteen Party
and Greet 

Magic Show

Barbecue Cook-Off 
Party

Annie the Musical

Spring Party

SSK Fishing Tournament
Teen Sailing

 

This annual event hosted 
by Cold River Cattle 
Company barbeque 
team provided a day of 
fun filled activities. The 
Kids had their faces 
painted, put on fake 
tattoos, participated in 
dance and limbo 
contests and of course 

ate the barbeque that was prepared by the 
cook-off team.

S U N S H I N E S C R A P B O O K
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DaShawn Paul from Elkhart, IN presents President 
George Bush with a souvenir SSK T Shirt at The
White House while his fellow SSKs look on.

SSK Patty Aviles 
from Solana 
Beach, CA 
models DEA 
agent gear 
at the Drug 
Enforcement 
Agency Training 
Facility in 
Quantico, VA.

SSK Kemel Jenkens from Cleveland, OH begins a 
trail ride through Texas State University's University 
Camp with volunteer Ken Lightle from GRATrails as 
a guide.

SSKs Erika Barahona-Salazar from Saint John, NB 
and Jennifer Butts from Port Hawkesbury, NS ride 
the rapids on the San Marcos River.

SSKs and their medical representative from Cooper 
Children's Regional Hospital in Camden, NJ enjoy a 
carriage ride through New York's Central Park.

Kaitlyn Carroll from Slidell, LA poses with her 
favorite Blue Man after their show in New York 
City.

SSK Analisa Valdivia 
suits up for some 
hockey pointers 
from some of the 
Houston Aeros.

SSK Jonathan Nitsch and 
Jennifer Douglas enjoy 
refreshments on the deck.

SSK Marissa Diaz dresses 
the part for some western 
fun.

Beth Greenway, 
RN along with 
SSK Chris 
Gonzales and 
George Bember 
anxiously await 
to board their 
flight to 
San Antonio.

SSK Enrique Huerta becomes part of 
the Max the Magician's magic act.

SSK Christian 
Lopez poses for 
a photo with
Sponge Bob 
Square Pants.

SSK Nicky Sauter takes the wheel 
of a pirate's ship. 

SSK Jordan 
Holloway and 

Michael Morales 
show off the day's 

smallest catch.

SSK Taylor 
Wilkins tries 
his hand at 
sailing.

SSK and siblings snap a quick photo
before curtain call.


